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What is Right to AI?

Why it matters: 
− AI increasingly shapes healthcare, finance, education, urban life.

Catastrophic risks include:
− Loss of human control
−Cyberattacks
−Disinformation
−Unintended deployment effects

− Laws help, but AI often brings unforeseen challenges and harms.
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What is Right to AI?

Why it matters: 

− These systems are often designed and governed by a few experts.

− Excessive concentration of power.

Key idea: 

"Every individual and community affected by AI has a right to AI: the ability 
and entitlement to shape, critique, and govern AI systems that influence 
their lives.”

Inspiration: Lefebvre’s “Right to the City” → reimagined for AI.
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AI as Societal Infrastructure 

Core premise: 

−AI is increasingly as fundamental as electricity, education, or public 
transportation.

What are the key properties of an infrastructure?

−Broad societal impact – pervasive across critical domains.

−Essential everyday role – mediates daily decisions (education, energy 
healthcare, etc.).

−Collective management – requires shared oversight.
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Key Arguments
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The States of Right to AI 

Adapted framework: 

− Based on Arnstein’s Ladder of 
Citizen Participation.

Why It’s important: 

− Situate the current state and the 
desired future state of AI.
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Lessons from 
Participatory 
Practices
− Balancing knowledge

− Resource commitment 

− Conflict resolution

− Conflation – cooptation

− Early engagement

− Building trust
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Recommendations

Empower through education: 
− Workshops, open educational tools, interactive simulators.
Facilitate participation: 
− User-friendly interfaces, real-time feedback systems.
Formalize community assemblies: 
− Local AI councils with genuine advisory roles.
Establish data trusts & audits: 
− Transparent, community-managed data practices.
Local adaptation & mediation: 
− Context-specific models and conflict resolution panels.
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Conclusion

Summing up: 

−The Right to AI is about claiming decision-making power.

− It promotes ethical, inclusive, and accountable AI governance.

Looking ahead: 

− Further studies on Right to AI from other disciplines.

− Interdisciplinary collaboration and raising awareness is key.

−Each of us can shape the right to AI through awareness.
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Thank You!
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