
Machine Learning: Proceedings of the Sixteenth International Conference (ICML99)

To: All Authors of Accepted Papers

Re: Instructions for Preparation and Submission of Papers

Congratulations on the acceptance of your paper for inclusion in this year’s Machine Learning Conference 
Proceedings. The following information is provided to help you prepare your final paper for publication.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Submission Deadline and Length Requirements
Please note that due to schedule constraints, contributors are required, if at all possible, to deliver their papers in
electronic form. Detailed instructions are provided below. The deadline for receipt of your final paper via ftp and
the appropriate accompanying forms (see below) via FAX is Monday, April 19, 1999. This is an absolute dead-
line; the ftp space will be closed immediately after the deadline, and late papers can not be included in the pro-
ceedings. No corrections, updates, or replacement papers can be accepted electronically. 

We highly recommend that you transmit your file at least 48-to-72 hours in advance of the deadline. Past users of
this method have experienced a variety of transient conditions that delayed successful uploading of their files
(such as network downtime, inability to maintain a good connection, etc.)—so if at all possible, please beat the
deadline by a couple of days to allow yourself a margin of error in case there is a problem. 

If for any reason you cannot deliver your paper electronically, miss the deadline, or discover major errors in your
paper following electronic submission, contact us via e-mail (probook@sni.net) for permission to send a hardcopy
version of your paper. If you replace your electronically submitted paper with a hardcopy paper after the deadline,
we cannot guarantee its inclusion in the volume, although we will make our best effort, schedule permitting. Hard-
copy papers should be sent by a guaranteed, traceable express method in a stiffened envelope to:

Professional Book Center, ICML99 Conference, 2050 S. Saint Paul St., Denver CO 80210

The length of your final paper cannot exceed 10 pages. Please follow the enclosed instructions for format as
closely as possible. Our goal is to achieve a reasonably consistent, professional appearance for the volume.

ACCOMPANYING FORMS
Permission to Publish Form
Please print and sign the Permission to Publish form provided with these materials and mail or FAX it to Profes-
sional Book Center (303-756-5374) in advance of the final paper deadline (April 19). If you are sending hardcopy,
please enclose the form with your paper. For multi-author papers, a single signature by the lead author is suffi-
cient. Keep a copy of the form for your files. Papers not accompanied by this form cannot be published in the pro-
ceedings. However, note that this is not a copyright transfer document—you retain all copyright in the work. If
you publish an original paper in the proceedings, no permission from Morgan Kaufmann Publishers will be neces-
sary for subsequent publication.

Author Contact and Indexing Form
Print and complete this form so we can contact you if needed—and to let us know, if there is likely to be any ques-
tion, how your name and those of your coauthors should be listed in the author index. Some names are quite
straightforward (Smith, Jim); others are not so obvious (van Dyke, Jim: alphabetized under ‘‘V’’ or ‘‘D’’? Epstein
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Barr, Sheila—or Barr, Sheila Epstein?). Please mail or FAX this form along with the other required forms in ad-
vance of the final paper deadline (April 19), or return it along with your hardcopy paper.

CITING YOUR PAPER
An example of a correct citation to the ICML99 proceedings is:

Smith, A. and B. Smith (1999). “Breakthroughs in ML.” In Bratko, I., and Dzeroski, S., eds., Machine Learning:
Proceedings of the Sixteenth International Conference, Morgan Kaufmann Publishers, San Francisco, CA.

FORMATTING YOUR FINAL PAPER

The proceedings format will be 8.5 × 11 inches, double column, similar to the 1998 proceedings. Special LaTeX,
Microsoft Word, and troff macros have been prepared to allow you to generate your final paper in the same format
as the attached sample/instruction sheet. We have made every attempt to ensure consistency between the macros
and the sample. However, there may be subtle differences from system to system. When in doubt, please follow
the sample format. (For instructions on electronic delivery, see below “Preparing Your Paper for Electronic Deliv-
ery.”)

Instructions for Obtaining Macros
If you use LaTeX, Microsoft Word, or troff, you can obtain the appropriate macros by visiting 
http://www-ai.ijs.si/SasoDzeroski/ICML99/. If you don’t use LaTeX, Microsoft Word, or troff, please follow the
formatting instructions to achieve an effect as close as possible to what you see on the sample/instructions. 

Special Instructions for LaTeX Users The files ml99.sty and ml99.ps are provided. The ml99.ps files is the
sample format. You may want to use the file ml99.tex as a shell for formatting your paper. All you have to do is re-
place the author, title, etc., with your own information. Please pay attention to the instructions provided regarding
figures, tables, acknowledgments, and references.

Special Instructions for Microsoft Word users The file ml99.doc is provided. You many want to use this
file as a shell for formatting your paper, as described above.

Special Instructions for troff Users The file ml98.trf is provided. The ICML-99 organiziers copied this from
ICML-98 and cannot guarantee that it works, although it should. Please make sure your final paper conforms to
the sample format. 

MATERIALS CHECKLIST
Please return the following materials to arrive by Monday, April 19:

 Paper properly formatted and delivered to ProBook according to the Electronic Delivery
  Instructions. 

 Permission to Publish form signed by lead author of paper (send or FAX to ProBook).

 Indexing and Author Contact Information Sheet (send or FAX to ProBook).

If you have any questions regarding formatting, call Jennifer Ballentine at Professional Book Center: 303-756-
5222; FAX: 303-756-5374. (Note that ProBook is located in Colorado in the Mountain Standard Time Zone—two
hours earlier than New York and one hour later than California.) NOTE:  Due to the volume of proceedings papers
processed by Professional Book Center, we cannot individually confirm receipt of your materials. Please DO NOT
CALL  to ask if your paper has been received. We will contact you if your materials are late or incomplete. 



PREPARING YOUR PAPER FOR ELECTRONIC DELIVERY—ICML99

Please read and follow the instructions below carefully.

(1) Prepare and review your paper exactly as if you intended to physically send it to us. Use the provided macros/
styles as described in the formatting instructions. If you use LaTeX, Microsoft Word, or troff, you can obtain the
appropriate macros by visiting http://www-ai.ijs.si/SasoDzeroski/ICML99/. (See the special instructions for using
these macros/styles included in the cover memo.)

(2) Once your paper is finalized, use your formatting software to make a single PostScript file for the entire paper.
Embed all fonts you use in the PostScript file (especially any math or special symbol font information). Do not
compress, zip, or encode your file in any way. Make sure your file size is less than 3 megabytes. When preparing
graphics, you may wish to downgrade scans or greyscale images to result in a final file size under 3 megabytes.
IMPORTANT:  If, after PostScripting, your file is larger than 3 megabytes, you must contact ProBook by e-mail
(probook@sni.net) for further instructions before you ftp your file. 

We strongly recommend that you print and proofread your paper in its electronic form prior to submission. Profes-
sional Book Center cannot be responsible for errors occurring as a result of your preparation of the paper, and
your printed-out version will be your master should there be any questions. Do not e-mail the PostScript file: at-
tachments frequently fail with files of this size. 

(3) Use the reference number assigned to your paper by the conference organizers (e.g., p011) as the filename, 
followed by the extension ‘.ps’ for a PostScript file (e.g., p011.ps). 

(4) Each ftp client software behaves somewhat differently from the rest so we can’t provide specific instructions
for everyone. Connect to the Internet and start your ftp client software. A good freeware program for this purpose
is ‘ws_ftp’ which is available on the Web at ‘www.tucows.com’. Open an anonymous ftp session at ‘ftp.sni.net’
and place your file in the directory ‘morespace3/probook/icml/incoming’.

(5) Also after you’ve uploaded your contribution, please send an e-mail message to ‘probook@sni.net’ with 
‘ICML99’ on the subject line, and include the following information: the name of the PostScript file that you
uploaded to us, the names of the paper’s authors, the exact paper title, and the number of pages in the paper. No
particular order or format for this information is necessary. 

(6) If possible, please ftp your contribution early—we can begin accepting papers any time. Early submission will
also help avoid overburdening our server with large amounts of incoming data arriving all at once on the deadline.

(7) Remember to FAX (to 303-756-5374) or mail your completed Permission to Publish form and Author Contact
and Indexing Form. These forms must be received by Professional Book Center by the paper deadline. 

Comments/Feedback:
Following the conference, we would appreciate any feedback or comment you have on this electronic delivery sys-
tem. Your comments will be invaluable as we test, refine, and expand the use of electronic tools in our production
of conference materials. Please share your comments with us by e-mailing probook@sni.net. 
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